PROTECTED ISLETS ANHYDRO & PETROKARAVO (East Aegean Sea) 
STILL BEING USED AS FIRING GROUND
On 21.09.05 the Greek Army, issued to the Hellenic Navy Hydrographic Service, as well as to the Port Police and other relevant authorities of Patmos island, a «Notification for a Military Exercise with real ammunition» which is planned to take place on 27-28/9/05 on the islets Anhydro and Petrokaravo in the North Dodecanese.

The islets Anhydro & Petrokaravo, (north of Patmos island) are part of a Permanent Wildlife Refuge according to Greek Law 1417/ 16.09.04. The creation of this Wildlife Refuge was an outcome of the research and conservation work of the NGO Archipelagos Aigaiou,  the collaboration with the local communities, the Municipality of Patmos, and the South Aegean District. According to this law, on the 14 islands and islets which are part of this Wildlife Refuge, it is forbidden:

- to hunt or capture any game animals, or any species of wild fauna,
- to remove quantities of sand from the coastline or pollute water resources,
- to destroy any type of zone of natural vegetation, 
- to include any part of the Wildlife Refuge in any town planning.
In particular, Anhydro and Petrokaravo support critical habitat of the following protected species: 

- Monk Seal (Monachus monachus)

The most threatened mammal species in Europe, has a resident population in the area, and the islets of Anhydro and Petrokaravo contain critical habitat for such species. The Monk Seal is threatened by direct extinction, and Greece has committed to its protection by signing international treaties for the protection of wildlife. These include: the Bonn Convention on Migratory Species (Appendix I), the Bern Convention of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Annex II), the Barcelona Convention for the protection of the marine environment and the coastal region of the Mediterranean and related Protocols (Annex II of the Protocol on Specially Protected Areas), CITES (Appendix I), and the EU Habitat Directive (Annex II). 
- Eleonora’s Falcon (Falco eleonorae)

A species of falcon which migrates from various parts of Africa and South America, to the breeding ground situated on the small islets of the Aegean. The islets of Anhydro and Petrokaravo constitute important breeding sites for this species. 

Greece has committed to the protection of Eleonora’s Falcon, by signing international treaties for the protection of wildlife, such as the Bonn Convention on Migratory Species (Annex II), the Bern Convention of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Annex II), and the EU Birds Directive (Annex I). 
Due to the geographical isolation and the special geomorphology of these islets, they constitute breeding sites for numerous other protected bird species including the Cory’s Shearwater, the Mediterranean Shearwater, Aristotelis’ Cormorant, Audouin’s Gull and many others.  

It is a hard to believe that in Greece today, these islets instead of being protected for their unique environmental importance, still constitute  an illegal firing ground for Greek Armed Forces (Army, Navy and Airforce). It should be emphasised that since these islets have been part of a Wildlife Refuge, it has been forbidden to citizens to use hunting guns. However with the pretext of maintaining the combat ability of the Greek Armed Forces, military exercises still take place using all sorts of weapons, such as rockets, canons, and other firing weapons.

These firing exercises, apart from their dramatic consequences on the protected species and their habitats, also release toxic substances (e.g. heavy metals such as lead, nickel and others) to the terrestrial and marine ecosystems, .This indirectly also impacts the health of the local communities that feed on the fishstocks of the area. 

The environmental NGO Archipelagos Aigaiou, will not accept the continuation of this destruction. Its scientists and researchers who carry out voluntary research  all year round in various parts of the Aegean, and for the last 5 years in the region of the North Dodecanese, frequently facing very adverse conditions, but with the aim to record and protect the unique biodiversity of this area, will use all available means to prevent this destruction, and to make sure that these and other equivalent islets will stop being used as firing grounds. 

In case that the Greek Armed Forces do not cancel this Military Exercise, we will proceed with a prosecution to all the relevant international organizations, with which Greece has signed international conventions for the protection of the aforementioned species.  Moreover, legal action will be taken against the non-compliance with Greek Legislation (Greek Law 1417/ 16.09.04) which defines the islets Anhydro and Petrokaravo as a part of a Permanent Wildlife Refuge. Any violation of this law bares the penalties imposed by the regulations of the Legislative Decree 86/69 (par. 9 and 18, art. 287) and of the Law no. 414985/29-11-85 (O.G.R. 757/Β’/18-12-85: Measures for the Management of wild avifauna). 

