December 1 Event: BRIAN SKERRY LECTURE & CAMPAIGN CELEBRATION
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Act Right Now Campaign Celebration featuring "Ocean Soul" with National Geographic Underwater Photographer Brian Skerry will be held Sunday, December 1, 2013, at the New Bedford Whaling Museum 18 Johnny Cake Hill, New Bedford, MA 02740.
About the event: "Voyage across the earth's oceans with Brian Skerry, one of National Geographic's most seasoned underwater photographers, and discover a vast, hidden world beneath the waves. Brian Skerry will present his photographic journey and lecture, Ocean Soul, as part of the Act Right Now Campaign Celebration at New Bedford Whaling Museum 18 Johnny Cake Hill, New Bedford, MA 02740 on Sunday, Dec 1, 2013, and celebration begins at noon followed by a Q&A session and book signing. This lecture is a part of a collaborative effort to help save the North Atlantic right whale from extinction, and is presented by Whale and Dolphin Conservation, The New Bedford Whaling Museum, and the Rhode Island Audubon Society – with support from the Island Foundation.
Tickets ($10 & under) may be purchased online at whales.org or by calling 1-888-699-4253. 
Further information: "Using his camera to communicate, Brian Skerry has spent three decades-and more than 10,000 hours underwater-telling the oceans' stories. His images celebrate the mystery and beauty of the depths and offer portraits of creatures so detailed and intimate they sometimes appear to have been shot in a studio. Skerry dives eight months of the year, often in extreme conditions beneath Arctic ice or in predator-infested waters, and has even lived at the bottom of the sea to be close to his subjects."
Skerry's National Geographic book, Ocean Soul, offers a powerful retrospective of Skerry's photographs and showcases his ability to create images that blend strong aesthetic beauty with journalistic relevance. Skerry explains, "I fell in love with the sea as a child and I wanted to tell stories about all I saw underwater. I never cease to be amazed at the extraordinary encounters I have when I'm at sea." Ocean Soul takes readers from the glacial waters of the North Atlantic, where harp seals face pressure from commercial hunting to the balmy central Pacific, where Skerry's camera caught evidence of damaged coral ecosystems actually rebuilding themselves.
When not in the field, Skerry is a passionate advocate for the oceans he loves to photograph. His riveting talks before audiences at TED, Harvard, The National Press Club, and London's Royal Geographic Society reinforce his lifelong mission to build reverence for these exquisite landscapes and encourage protection of them for future generations of ocean lovers.
Whale and Dolphin Conservation (North America) Inc. WDC, Whale and Dolphin Conservation, (formerly WDCS) is the leading global charity dedicated to the conservation and protection of whales and dolphins. We defend these remarkable creatures against the many threats they face through campaigns, advising governments, conservation projects, field research and rescue. Learn more at whales.org

New Bedford Whaling Museum: The New Bedford Whaling Museum is the world's most comprehensive museum devoted to the global story of whales, whaling and the cultural history of the region. The cornerstone of New Bedford Whaling National Historical Park, the Museum is located at 18 Johnny Cake Hill in the heart of the city's historic downtown. For more info:  www.whalingmuseum.org.

The Audubon Society of Rhode Island: The Audubon Society of Rhode Island, independent and unaffiliated with the National Audubon Society, was founded in 1897. Today, with 17,000 members and supporters, the Audubon Society of Rhode Island is dedicated to education, land conservation and advocacy. Audubon independently protects or owns almost 9,500 acres of woodlands and coastal property embracing diverse natural habitats. For more info: http://www.asri.org/


