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Call for Proposals: IFAW and NMFS Seek Device for Collecting Data on Whale 

Entanglements – Up To $70,000 to be awarded 
 
International Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) and NOAA’s Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
want to know more about the characteristics of fishing involved in large whale 
entanglements.  Up to $70,000 in funds are available. 
 
Certain types of fixed fishing gear have been identified as an entanglement risk to large 
whales, however it remains unclear specifically what factors (e.g. gear component, 
location, depth and method of gear-setting) increase entanglement risk. This grant 
opportunity seeks to support research and development of a technological device to store 
such data. The information collected from marked gear involved in entanglement events 
could be used to help develop appropriate management measures to further reduce the 
risk of interaction between large whales and fixed gear fisheries. 
 
Preference will be given for proposals which incorporate field testing, and take into 
account durability of the device in harsh marine environments. Multiple proposals may 
be accepted, depending on availability of funding. 
 
Eligible applicants may include individuals, institutions of higher education, 
nongovernmental organizations, commercial organizations and foreign governments. 
Members of the fishing community, gear manufacturers and technological innovators are 
especially encouraged to apply. 
 
Proposals are due by March 31 and awards to be given by June.  Work must be 
completed between June 2008 and July 2009. 

 
To view the full request for proposals and to apply, please visit: www.ifaw.org/RFP 
 
For more information regarding this granting program, contact: Kate Nattrass, (508) 744 
2095; Knattrass@ifaw.org 

 
Media inquiries please contact Jacob Levenson, (508) 744 2235; Jlevenson@ifaw.org 
 
 
 


