ANAR 100 + ANBI 100 Special Topics: Fin Whale Excavation Syllabus
Summer Session I 2026, M. A. Morris

ANAR 100 + ANBI 100: Fin Whale Skeleton Excavation - Summer Session I, 2026
Instructor: Margaret Morris
Co-instructor: John Hildebrand
M-Tu-W-Th 8-3:30 pm (with breaks)
Location: Elliott Field Station

Instructor email: mam132@ucsd.edu,  jhildebrand@ucsd.edu 

COURSE OBJECTIVES
This course will jointly focus on understanding field methods for archaeological excavation and marine mammal skeletal anatomy. By the end of this course, you should be able to (1) use excavation tools (shovel, brush, screen) with skill to retrieve objects undamaged, (2) identify objects of interest during the excavation process and record them in the standardized manner used on the site, (3) be able to discuss and evaluate excavation strategies for different circumstances, (4) identify and describe the form and function of major components of marine mammal skeletal anatomy, and (5) produce a 3D computer model of small to moderately sized objects using photogrammetry.

DAILY SCHEDULE
The ANAR 100 and ANBI 100 courses combined are designed to work like a field course. A usual lecture course would have an equal number of 'outside prep' hours, but since we will be doing field work, those hours will be in-person and scheduled as described below. No additional effort will be required outside of the field hours. 

Monday - Thursday 

ANAR 100
Instruction: 8 – 9:30 am
Break: 9:30 – 10 am
10 am – 11:30 am (outside prep, on-site)

Lunch: 11:30 – 12:30PM 

ANBI 100
Instruction 12:30 – 2 pm
Break: 2 – 2:30 pm
2:30 – 3:30 pm (outside prep, on-site)



COURSE FORMAT
Class will consist of lectures, discussions, hands-on training, and field work. Each day will have either a lecture topic or skill training alongside continuing excavation of the Fin Whale. On days with lecture or discussion topics, the lectures will be given at the start of each class period (8 AM and 12:30 PM) to the entire class. On days with skill training, students will be split into small groups that will rotate between training and continuing the excavation. Skills and learning topics will be reinforced during excavation through conversations or skill application.
Students are expected to be present in-person for every day of the excavation process, as this is primarily a hands-on field experience. Please inform the instructors in advance of any days that will be missed.



COURSE POLICIES
Statement on Academic Integrity. Integrity of scholarship is essential for an academic community. This course will strictly adhere to the UCSD policy on academic integrity: “Students are expected to do their own work without unauthorized aids of any kind,” as outlined in the UCSD Policy on Integrity of Scholarship. In particular, students agree that by taking this course, all required written homework, and scholarship will be their own writing and sources will all be correctly referenced. Cheating on exams will not be tolerated and all detected cheating will be considered academic misconduct and subject to disciplinary process. For more details on what constitutes cheating see here: https://academicintegrity.ucsd.edu/excel-integrity/define-cheating/index.html.
Inclusion Statement: We are fully committed to creating a learning environment that supports diversity of thought, perspectives, experiences, and identities. We urge each of you to contribute your unique perspectives to discussions of course questions, themes, and materials so that we can learn from them, and from each other. If you should ever feel excluded, or unable to fully participate in our class for any reason, please let one of us know, or please consult the Department’s “Report an Issue” page for additional campus resources to support you, and diversity, equity, and inclusion in our classroom, and beyond.
ADA Statement: Your instructors are happy to provide accommodations for this course for students with documented disabilities. Students must provide a current Authorization for Accommodation (AFA) letter issued by the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD).
Campus Policies
· UC San Diego Principles of Community
· Religious Observation 
· Nondiscrimination and Harassment
· UC San Diego Student Conduct Code
· University of California Statement of Principles in Support of Undocumented Members of the UC Community

GRADING:
This course is pass/no pass. >90% attendance is passing. 



  COURSE SCHEDULE*
	Meeting Date
	ANAR 100 Topic (AM)
	ANBI 100 Topic (PM)

	Week 1

	June 29
	Intro to Excavation - tools & safety
	Overview of a whale skeleton

	June 30
	Site grids and datums
	Whale vs other mammal skeletons

	July 1
	Site sketches
	How to clean a bone

	July 2
	Artifact documentation
	Vertebrae, epiphyses, and chevrons

	Week 2

	July 6
	3D models of artifacts and bones – uses and databases

	July 7
	Photogrammetry - photography of small objects

	July 8
	Photogrammetry - from photos to models

	July 9
	Photogrammetry - finishing the model

	Week 3

	July 13
	Finding and uncovering large objects
	Whale ID by skull

	July 14
	Artifact field sketch and documentation
	The skull – mandibles and rostrum

	July 15
	Photogrammetry of large objects in situ
	The skull – ear bones

	July 16
	Safely handling and moving large objects
	The skull – brain case

	Week 4

	July 20
	Sieving for small objects
	Flippers, phalanges, and carpals

	July 21
	Discussion - test pits
	Humerus, Radius, Ulna, scapula

	July 22
	Discussion - digging in different settings
	Scapula

	July 23
	Discussion - alternate methodologies
	Ribs and sternum

	Week 5

	July 27
	How did it land? Evaluating deposition
	How did it die? Evaluating causes of death

	July 28
	Wrapping up an excavation – Artifact/bone inventory

	July 29
	Wrapping up an excavation – Equipment inventory, cleaning, and transport

	July 30
	Wrapping up an excavation – Documentation check



*Note: The schedule of topics set forth in this syllabus is tentative and may be modified as needed throughout the quarter due to weather, excavation progress, or unforeseen factors. Notice of such changes will be made by announcement in class.

